
Welcome to Ratio Christi 
at Texas A&M



Welcome!

Ratio Christi, meaning “reason for Christ” in Latin, serves to defend the Christian faith in 

honest dialogue with both our skeptical & believing friends.

Weekly Meetings: Thursday @ 7:30pm

RC-TAMU.org



Podcast

We have a podcast!
Search: “Think Theism” in 
your podcast provider or go 

to ThinkTheism.org to 
connect via RSS



What do we do with the Old Testament?
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“What is Christianity all about?”

• Jesus

•Salvation

•Sin

•Cross

•Redemption

•Church

•Heaven

•Hell

• Israel

•Torah

•Exile

•Temple

•Priesthood

•Kingdom



“What is Christianity all about?”

• 1 Cor 15 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,



What’s in the Old Testament?













So…what do we do with the Old Testament? 

•Most Christians emphasize the “Creation” and “Fall” 
aspects of Genesis…and that’s it.
• “Creation – Fall – Redemption” as the components of a 

Worldview

•Why does the Bible so much about Israel’s history? 

•Why not just have Jesus arrive de novo and do what 
he needs to do? Why all the kings and prophets and 
drama?





Maps for Old Testament / New Testament 
Relationship



“Replacement Theology”

For many centuries, Christians claimed that Israel was the people of 
God in the Old Testament and the Church replaces Israel as the people 
of God.

Israel
Church

Any discomfort with this idea?



Dispensational Theology

Israel
Church

Israel (Future)



OT as Moral Lessons

Old Testament Stories
Church





But what did 1st Century Church believe?

Israel

Multiethnic 
Church

Emphasis on: 
1. Continuity
2. Expansion
3. Narrative

Jesus

“We believe the Bible is a unified story that leads to Jesus”



1. Continuity

• The Scriptures speak of Jesus
• John 5: 39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 

eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come 
to me that you may have life.

• Luke 24: 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses 
and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.

• Matt 1 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

• Connection to faith of OT Saints:
• John 8: “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and 

was glad.” 
• Acts 7: Stephen’s speech: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, 

Solomon



1. Continuity
•You need the Old Testament story to understand Jesus’ mission

•What were 1st century Jews looking for?
• Is the exile over or not? What about these Romans?
• What is Israel’s mission?

• Jesus’ mission and Israel’s mission: Inaugurating God’s Kingdom as 
a Blessing to the Nations
• Gen 12: 1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 

kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I 
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.”



2. Expansion

•Eph 3 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of 
men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the 
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

•What marks out followers of Christ? Not Torah.



2. Expansion

•Rom 16 25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to 
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic 
writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith



• Acts 17 29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by 
a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.”



3. Narrative

•“Literary” vs. “historical”

•Core of a good narrative: 
•Building up expectations and/or tension, then resolving them in 

a beautifully unexpected way.



3. Narrative
•God as the source of victory

• Gideon’s army (Judges 7)
• 1 Samuel 17:47 “…that all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not 

with sword and spear. For the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into 
our hand.”

•God loves to upend human expectations
• I will build a nation from….this old childless couple? 
• The king from….Bethlehem?

• 1 Samuel 16:7 “ein Mensch sieht, was vor Augen ist; der Herr aber sieht das Herz an”

• Jesus as the “double revolutionary”
• Revolution: Caesar is not Lord
• …but not a military revolution!



“We help people experience … by showcasing 
the literary art of the Scriptures and tracing the 
themes found in them from beginning to end”





Old Testament Cleanliness Laws

Source: 
Bible Project



Old Testament Cleanliness Laws

Source: 
Bible Project



Old Testament Cleanliness Laws

Chapel near Sea of 
Galilee, Maglada



The Tabernacle and the Temple



The Tabernacle and the Temple

•John 1 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
[tabernacled] among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.



The Tabernacle and the Temple



Abraham and Isaac



I’ll tell you something; if I was told to sacrifice [my 
children] to prove my devotion to God….and admire 
the man who said, “Yes, I’ll gut my kid to show my 
love of God,” I’d say, 

“No. F--- you.”

-Christopher 
Hitchens





Summary

•How to understand the Old Testament – New Testament 
connection?
• Not merely discontinuity and moral examples
• Continuity, Expansion, and Narrative that points to Jesus as the focus of the 

story
• Eschatology? There’s room for lots of competing views
• Christianity-Judaism conversation:

• Be gracious. “You’re not writing on a blank page”



Preview of Ratio Christi Meetings this Fall

•Genesis 1-11 and Primeval History
•Exodus
• Joshua and the Conquest

The emphasis is on open discussion of historicity, interpretation, 
and ethics.

Be thinking ahead about interpretation in the context when those 
books were written: How would the original audience understand 
these writings?



Questions?

micah.green@tamu.edu

@MicahJGreen



Person A:

The book of Jonah is 
intended to 
accurately record 
history, whale and 
all, and I believe it.

Person B:
The author of the 
book of Jonah did 
not intend it to be 
taken literally. It’s a 
word picture of 
Israel’s lack of mercy 
toward others even 
when God has shown 
them mercy.

Person C:
We now know that it’s 
physically impossible to 
survive being ingested by 
a whale; ancient people 
didn’t know that. Instead 
of insisting on this 
ancient story being 
literally true, let’s look 
for its broader message 
and significance in our 
lives.

A B C

Quiz: Which of these people believe in 
inerrancy?



Quiz: Which of these people believe in 
inerrancy?

Person A:

The book of Jonah is 
intended to 
accurately record 
history, whale and 
all, and I believe it.

Person C:
We now know that it’s 
physically impossible to 
survive being ingested by 
a whale; ancient people 
didn’t know that. Instead 
of insisting on this 
ancient story being 
literally true, let’s look 
for its broader message 
and significance in our 
lives.

A C C

Person B:
The author of the 
book of Jonah did 
not intend it to be 
taken literally. It’s a 
word picture of 
Israel’s lack of mercy 
toward others even 
when God has shown 
them mercy.

B!!!!



The key:

Do you really care what the text is saying?

Are you willing to believe it and submit to it?

“Inerrancy” shouldn’t imply a pre-defined 
particular interpretation.

A B C



The Bible Project Mission Statement
• From page one to the final word, we believe the Bible is a unified story that 

leads to Jesus. This diverse collection of ancient books overflows with 
wisdom for our modern world. As we let the biblical story speak for itself, 
we believe the message of Jesus will transform individuals and entire 
communities.

•Many people have misunderstood the Bible as a collection of inspirational 
quotes or a divine instruction manual dropped from heaven. Most of us 
gravitate toward sections we enjoy while avoiding parts that are confusing 
or even disturbing.

•Our Bible resources help people experience the Bible in a way that is 
approachable, engaging, and transformative. We do this by showcasing the 
literary art of the Scriptures and tracing the themes found in them from 
beginning to end



The Tabernacle and the Temple




