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| came to know Rev Fr Mannarapryil from my Sub Collector days in
Muvattupuzhain 1983. Church dispute was at its peak during that period . Achen
used to represent our Church in many conciliatory talks| initiated. Hewasclinical
in his approach. | found afearlessfighter in him. He was not bothered about what
othersfelt. Always stood for what he considered right. When | carried out amajor
eviction in the premises of Puthencruz church (where Mar Divanyasios had ille-
gally encroached into government property) he stood firmly behind me. It was on
account of thisthat | wastransferred from Muvattupuzhato Alleppey. It wasAchen
who invited me to speak in Theophilos Thirumeni's birthday celebrations in
Thrikkunnath Seminary. Against al odds, | attended the programme and incurred
thewrath of many powerful people. Again, Achen stood behind me. Achenwaslike
awall. Nobody could breach it. Our church owes alot to this fearless, passionate
exponent of Orthodoxy. May his soul rest in peace.

-Jiji Thomson IAS
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‘Mercy”- That’sALL

Br.Liju Thomas(STOTS3Year )

Theintroductory words of Misericordiae Vultus, (Latin: “ The Face of Mercy”)
“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy, helps us to re-think about our
identity as Christians and as followers of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, reveals the face of mercy through His words (sayings, parables) and deeds
(healings, miracles).Heisthe manifestation of God, who revealed his Father’slove
and mercy through his incarnation. In Gospels, we can explore the face of the
mercy of God in different contexts.

Understanding“Mercy” through theHoly Scriptures

Inthe Hebrew Bible, thetermsthat are used for mercy are: hesed and rahamim.
The Hebrew word hesed means unmerited |oving kindness, faithful ness, goodness,
graciousness and divine mercy. We can seein the Old Testament, God bestows his
mercy and blessings, to those who keep his ordinances and statutes. Theimportant
expression is for the word “rahamim” which also means feeling of love, loving
sensation. It comes from the root rehemwhich means‘womb’, ‘inner parts of the
body’ and it isfrom theinner core the feelings flow out. In the Old Testament we
can attribute this as the nature of God, with regard to hesed and rahum:

The Lorp passed before him, and proclaimed,

“The Lorb, the Lorp,aGod merciful and gracious,s ow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth
generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin. (Ex 34:6-7).

In the New Testament , the Greek words el eos, splagchna and oiktirmos are
used to translate hesed and rahamim.The word eleos is defined as “kindness or
concern expressed for someone in need, mercy, pity and clemency.” For example
(Mt 5:7; Heb 2:17). Likewise, the Greek noun splanchna, it occursin Lk 1:78, which
has a closer meaning with the Hebrew word rahamim. In Bible we can see many
instances, where Jesusis moved with compassion, and that |eads him to an action.
Jesus expresses his inner feeling of mercy towards his people. (Mt 14:14; 15:32;
Mk 8:2).

The Greek term oiktirmos means mercy, pity, kindness and compassion. (Phil
2:1;Col 3:12).

“Mercy” intheTeachingsof Jesus

Jesus Christ taught his disciples to be merciful.
Father ismerciful.

Be merciful, just as your

(Lk 6:36).Through their continuousjourney with Christ, the discipleswitnessed
that how their master, showed mercy and compassion to the needy, sinners, and
who would come to him with a repentant heart. As they were part of His divine
ministry, healings, and teachings, Christ puts forth a great challenge to them, to
show unconditional love, mercy and compassion to the onewho arein dire need of
it.

Jesus Christ manifested the divine mercy of His Heavenly Father. We also are
recipients of Histeachings and so it'sa challenge for ustoo. Jesus wholelifeisa
culmination of hisFather’s divine mercy. Pope Francisin hisbook, “The Name of
God is Mercy”, focuses on three important aspects of Jesus' ministry and life
through which he reveal's the mercy: through His words, through his actions and
through Hisown life.

Through hiswords—
»  Mercy Sayings-Mt 5:7

»  Parables: There are many parables that Christ uses to
teach the deep meaning of hisloving mercy.

o  Mt18:22-35 Lk 7:36-50, Lk 18:9-14

Through hisActions: Jesus Christ was not aperson who just goes on teaching

about mercy, forgiveness and compassion. He was the one who showcased it
through His actions. We can see many instances in the Bible, where Jesus is
showing Hisinner feelings towards the needy, destitute, poor and marginalized.

When we meditate the Gospel, we can see Christ is moved by
compassion and pity towards sinners. Some of the instances from the
Gospel are:

e  Jesusand the Caananite Woman (Mt 15:21-28)

e  Restoringaleper (Mk 1:40-45)

e Feedingof 5000 ( MKk 6:30-44; Matt 14:13-21)
PracticingMercyin Our Lives

Wearelivingin aworld that hasreached thegreatest level of inhospitality,
violence, cruelty, hatrednessand many morenegativities. In themidst of all these,
asthefollowersof Christ, wearecalled to sharetheloveand mercy of our Master
JesusChrist. Hetaught usto be mer ciful and compassionate. M er cy isthe one of
thegreatest virtues, through which onecan rebuild many broken relationships.
If we areableto show mercy to our fellow beings, weare sharing themind of
Jesus Christ.

“L et the same mind beinyou that was in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 2:5)

Many atimes we fail, because we are not able to share the Divine light and
teachings of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We are more and more becoming
likethe hypocrites, the Pharisees and the Sadducees, whom Jesus Christ addresses
in this way: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like
whitewashed tombs, which on the outside ook beautiful, but inside they arefull of
the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth.” (Matt 23:25).L et us not be hesitant
to show mercy to those who are in need, if we show mercy to others; it will be
shown to us. We are created in the image and likeness of God and it isimperative
for usto practicethisgreat virtue. It's not so easy to be merciful; it'sonly possible
through grace and in imitation of Christ, the greatest teacher. We need to be
humble and show mercy without any expectation.

To show mercy or forgive someone is not a weakness, but it is a Divine
expression of love and care towards humanity. Practicing mercy is a divine act.
Jesus Christ isthe onewho exemplified all the qualities of hisheavenly Father. He
isinviting usto share the same virtuous qualities with the people those who arein
need, through our words as well as actions. In our case, thereisadiscrepancy in
our words and actions, and at this point we become the so called “religious
hypocrites.” The world will hate you, isolate you, bring fal se accusations on you,
but be strong and experience the Divine grace of God, to bear fruits of Holy Spirit.

“Blessed arethemerciful, for they will receive mercy.” (Matt 5:7)

The only reason of our safe existence isthe unending and ever flowing grace
and mercies of the  only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Let me conclude with the
blessed words of St.John Chrysostom:

“Even if westand at thevery summit of virtue, it isby mercy that weshall be
saved.”
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