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Friday, August 5, 2011

#13: This American Life (1 to 25)

Few shows evoke a more positive response, and have managed more recognition,
than This American Life. Today, the once boutique show has not only become a
mainstay of public radio but has also cemented its position, and has reached an
incredibly large audience, in the modern podcast format. This American Life was
something special from the beginning, as this package of early moments from the
first twenty-five shows indicates.  

Listen to new and old episodes of This American Life at the
show's home page.  

Timestamps  
0:01:30 - Prologue  
0:08:00 - Young hackers  
0:22:00 - The Golden Peacock  
0:32:30 - Ira's family vacation in Hawaii  
0:40:00 - Sandra Tsing Loh's Ethiopian vacation  
1:01:00 - Renaming the show to This American Life  
1:10:30 - Drama Bug  
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Browse best-ofs by genre: 

Comedy; Culture;
Gaming; Politics;
Science; Sports; Tech 

•

This list is in alphabetical
order. See shows in order
of release. See short links
to our catalog. 

1UP Yours 
2006; 2007; 2008; 
Top 40 

The Adam Carolla Show 
Jan 2006; Feb 2006; 
Mar 2006; Apr 2006; 
May 2006; Jun 2006; 
Jul 2006; Aug 2006; 
Sep 2006; Oct 2006; 
Nov 2006; Dec 2006 

Behind the Dish 
2013 Season 

Blue Jam 
Series 1; Series 2; 
Series 3 

Culture Gabfest 
2011 

The Dave Dameshek
Football Program 
2011 

Daves of Thunder 
Full run 

Effectively Wild 
2012 Season; 2013 Season 

EGM Live* 
2006 

GFW Radio 

Upcoming releases: 

#98: This American Life
(126 to 150) 

#99: Loveline (Third
Quarter 2002) 

#100: ??? 

#101: Why Oh Why (2014) 

#102: Radiolab (2014) 

#103: Snap Judgment
(Season 1) 

Click to help us cover
our hosting costs! 

Your donation will only be
used for paying hosting
costs. Currently hosting
costs us $500 yearly,
which is not an
insignificant sum for us.
Anything you can
contribute is hugely
appreciated. Thanks for
all your help so far! It
means a lot, not only
personally, but also
creatively, because it
means we can keep doing
lots of this.

This Year claims no ownership
over the clips featured in each of
our recaps. These are the result
of hard work done by the
original podcasters. You should
go and listen to their shows. We
thank them for providing great
content. Technical assistance by
GIOpod Consulting. 
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Tags: 1996, Culture, Ira Glass, Public Radio International, This American Life, WBEZ

1:32:30 - Religious Faction  
1:55:00 - Stalking Snuggles  
1:59:30 - Dawn  
2:41:30 - Leading a double life  
2:54:30 - Ira's mother, the sexpert  
3:03:00 - Another Dave  
3:09:30 - Suburban Girl  
3:35:00 - Sandra Tsing Loh and Her Father  
3:46:00 - Sandra Tsing Loh and Her Father and His Mail-Order Chinese Wives  

Credits  
This American Life is a production of WBEZ Chicago, Chicago Public Radio, and
Public Radio International. It is hosted by Ira Glass. This episode starred Scott
Carrier, Jack Hit, Sandra Tsing Loh, David Sedaris, Rennie Sparks, and Sarah Thure.
The closing song is Memories Are Made of This by Dean Martin. Additional music
came from the Kings of Jazz compilation album.  

  

Ira Glass  
Ira Glass entered public radio in the mid-80s as an intern. He filed stories for
Morning Edition and All Things Considered, before hosting The Wild Room from
1990 to 1995. In late 1995, radio producer Torey Malatia asked Glass to produce a
new weekly variety show. Glass accepted and launched Your Radio Playhouse,
which was soon rebranded This American Life.  

Special Guests  

  
Row A (left to right): Scott Carrier, Jack Hitt, Sandra Tsing Loh, David Sedaris  
Row B: Rennie Sparks, Sarah Thure

Comments will be moderated for profane language. Links to outside websites not
relevant to the discussion will, in all probability, be removed.
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Full run 

Hang Up and Listen 
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Top 40 

Idle Thumbs 
Original run 
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The Why Factor 
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That aint no
caravella....looks like a
creepo - Anonymous

Best
podcast. - Anonymous

My favorite show on the
site besides Daves of
Thun... - Anonymous

I always liked when
Shirley Phelps called in.
He a... - Anonymous

That should read &quot;a
full Gabfest
archive,&amp;quo... - This
Year
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