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Mr. Madhav theh recalled the "bonding"

between the R.S.S. and the Jamiat-Ul-Ulema-e-Hind

from the days of the Emergency. "The Jamiat leaders

and our leaders were all inprisoned and in jail they

understood each other,"Mr Madhav said.

He reminded people of the days when the then

R.S.S. chief, Balasaab Deoras, attended"various
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functions at mosques."Mr Madhav, regretting how

relations between the two communities had

deteriorated, said, "Now things are improving once

again."
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Jamaat Chief Letter To Mrs. Gandhi From Jail

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Sangeen Barrack

CentralJail

Tch ar

26-7 -7 5

Mrs. Indira Gandhi

Prime Minisr.er

New Delhi

Through

The Superintendent

Central Jail

Tehar, New Delhi

Madam,

Greetings!

I am sorry to leam, while in jail, that the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind
has also, been banned along with some other organizations.
Although I do not know the reasons for banning the Jamaat, I learnt

from the resolution of the Congress Working Committee through the

Indian Express of the l5th instant that the emergency provision have

been invoked to forestall the subversive attempts of some opposition
parties and groups which had drawn up plans to'srrike at strategic

points paralyse the life of the nation'. Presumably it is in this context
that the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind has also been banned.
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I state categorically that the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind has neither

planned, nor attempted to commit, nor committed, nor aided in nor

abetted any ol'the things mentioned in the Resolution' Moreover, we

had never had any connection whatsoever with any opposition party

or with any other banned organizations or with any other Sroup

hinted at in the Resolution, nor have we ever indulged in any illegal'

unlawful or unconstitutional activity.

On the other hand, we have consistently and vigorously

propagated against violence of all type. If I had access to the records

of the Jamaat, I would produce before you ample material in this

respect including my printed speech in English delivered at

Ahmedabad in a gathering presided over by Mr. Shriman Narayan,

the Governor ol Gujarat, tbllowing the Ahmedabad riot l vividly

remember having quoted passages from the Qur'an to show how

Allah dislikes violence, chaos, anarchy or things that disrupt a

communitY's life.

In tact the Jamaat has for some years past t'elt highly perturbed

and concerned at the uneasy political situation fastly develoPing in

our country. Thc mounting trends of lawlessness, anarchy and

discord pained us deeply. Accordingly, as far back as 1972 the

Jamaat's Central Advisory Council (which was a duly electcd body)

gave its anxious thought to the prevailing situation and through a

comprehensive resolution appealed to eschew violence and

lawlessness. etc. and decided that our organization would do its

utmost to dissuade or countrymen from following a suicidal course'

Our branches all over India since then tried their best to implement

thisResolution.

Again in my presidential address delivered at the 5th All-Indie

Conference of the Jamaat held in Delhi in November, 197'1, I struck

a clear note ol waming on this subject and tiankly criticizcd thc

course of action fldopted by some lcaders. I also expressed my strong

disapproval at the call given to students to abandon their educational

institutions and to plunge in the struggle lor paralyzing the
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administration. You must have certainly read about it as it was
widely repofted in the press and by the AII India Radio.

This unequivocally establishes that the Jamaat strongly
disapproved those methods oi agitational protests which lcad to
lawlessncss, anarchy or disorder etc. In fact we expressed our
disapproval of strikes, lock-outs, hartals, fasts unto death, dharnas
and things of that sort. Although we had had fully sympathy with the
cause of the Aligarh Muslim University, we opeoly dissociated
ourselves from all such programmes involving dharnas, etc. These

are also reported in the press. The above mentioned attitude was

wholly in accordance with the methodology, policy and programmes

of the Jamaat. The Constitution of the Jamaat was based on thc
salutary teachings of Islam. It specifically laid down that in all its
actions the Jamaat would be bound by moral limits and never adopt
such means or ways which are against truth and honesty or through
which may come about communal hatred, class-struggle, social
chaos, discord, anarchy, corruption or mischief in the land. It lurthcr
provided that fbr the achicvement of its objectivcs, the Jamaat would
adopt constructivc and peaceful methods. It is also categorically
stated in the printed policy of the Jamaat rhar it'adoprs moral,
constructive, peaceful democratic and constitutional methods'. That
we adhered to the letter and the spirit of our Construction and policy
is borne out by the conduct of the Jamaat. during the whole tenure ol
its existence.

The Jamaat's literature and newspaper reports bear ample
testimony to the above. Hence the action taken by your Government
against the Jamaat and its members will surely come as a paintul
surprise to all our countrymen, Muslims and non-Muslims, who
know the Jamaat well. It will also appear as odd ro the people of
lhose countiies tiom where delegares had come ro panicipale in our
Conf'erence who appreciated the policy, programme and modus
vivendi of the Jamaat as also the freedom of expression and
association enjoyed by our countrymen. Their appreciation was
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reported in the local as well as in the foreign press.

I am afraid that the ban on the Jamaat and arrests of its office

bearers and members throughout the country on false charges might

tamish the image of India abroad. People there might think that

Muslims of India do not enjoy the freedom to lifting humanity

spiritually, morally and materially-as enjoined in the Qur'an and

the traditions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) for the Jamaat is

known in the outside world as an organization wholly dedicated to

the cause of Islam and working for the realization of Islamic ideals

such as Godliness, righteousness, liberty, equality, fraternity, and

social justice, compassion, love, and inrcrest-free just economic

order, a democratic political system based on Divine Sovereignty'

etc.

The frivolous nature of the charges against us will be

abundantly clear to you from perusal of the file of my case and that

of my colleague, Maulana Syed Hamid Ali, the court of Shri A'K'

Patandy, S.D.M. Daryaganj, Delhi....

Surprisingly this charge has been leveled against us despite the

well-known fact that the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind was neither a rival to,

nor in tnrck with, any political party nor it had ever taken part in

parliamentary politics unlike the Jamaat-e-Islami of Jammu &

Kashmir which by the way, is a separate entity altogether'

We had in fact felt grieved at the increasing confrontation

between the Ruling Party and the Opposition since it was retarding

the progress of our country. We had therefore, been advising both to

develop an atmosphere of mutual trust, understanding and

cooperation and to work togetber in a spirit of coordination which

would ultimately be in the b€st interest of the parties concerned and

the nation as a whole.

In keeping with the above I issued on June 27, a directive to the

members of the Jamaat through the Urdu Daily Dawat !o call the

people towards rectitude and righteousness and to persuade the

people to desist form indulging in lawlessness and anarchy' Again on
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June 28, the day of my arrest, I had issued a statement published in
the Daily Dawat in which I appealed to our countrymen to maintain
peace at all costs, to avoid all such acts which may create disorder
and chaos and warned them that conditions of lawlessness and
anarchy are at all events harmful to the country.

Now when the new situation due to the declaration of
emergency arose, I, in my capacity as the head of an all-India
organization which had the good of the country at heart, felt it my

bounden duty to summon the then members of the Central Advisory
Council of the Jamaat to consider how best we could play our role
within the framework oflaw in the new situation and how could the

country be saved from the likely eruption of lawlessness and

disorder. Accordingly I held a meeting of as many members of the

Central Advisory Council as could gather by the 28th June. The

Council approved the directive and the statement issued by me on

the 27th and 28th June referred at about I l:30 A.M. on rhe 28th June

to be resumed at 3:30 P.M. for deliberations about further steps to be

taken in the light of the said directive and the statement but before

we could reassemble two of my colleagues and myself were arrested

at about 2: l5 P.M.

I wish to stress that the Jamaat was mainly concemed with an

all-round and comprehensive religious, social and moral reform and

uplift of society and it had nothing to do with parliamenrary polirics.

However, it did want that the whole life of man including his
political activities should be guided and govemed by those moral

and spiritual principles which were practised and propagated by all
prophets of the world who did appear in different communities
throughout the ages. A comprehensive description ofthe viable basic

principles, practised and propagated by all prophets of the world,

and the God-ordained way of life that the individual, society and the

State should lead is given in the Qur'an and the Traditions of the

Prophet. It is our firm conviction supported by facts of world history
that a progressive welfarc State, in the true sense of the word, can be
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raisetl,onty on those principles which are to be found in the Qur'an

and the life of th€ [tophet, Muhammad (peace be upon him)!

The Jamaat strove to adhere to these principles as far as

practicable. Its activities were not confined to any particular

community, but it worked to promote the spiritual and moral weltare

and reform of non-Muslims as well as Muslims together with their

material well-being. It aimed at eradicating social evils, communal

canker, casteism and untouchability, etc. form the lil'e of our

countrymen, while the Jamaat members tried to live the life of

righteous, God-fbaring and law-abiding citizens.

Our piogramme also included social service of various kinds

and we had been rendering aid to the tune of lacks of rupees without

distinction of caste and creed to the victims of natural calamities

such as floods, droughts, fires, etc' and to the sufferers of communal

riots. We were also running free and subsidised medical dispensaries

and also advanced interest-free loans to the needy on the security of

omaments, etc.

The Jamaat was also not unmindful of the vast economic

problems.... In my presidential address referred to above I expressed

the hope that the Islamic Development Bank which is to advance

interest-free loans to Muslim countries would extend its benefits to

neighbouring countries not having Muslim majority. That I meant

our own country by this is quite obvious.

At the time of the oil crisis we telegraphically appealed to the

late King Faisal of Saudi Arabia to retain the oil supply to India and

also took a deputaaion to the Saudi Embassy and the Arab l€ague

Mission in Delhi. The response was encouraging.

As a matter of fact we were regularly giving our thoughts to the

welfare and development of our country and offered you such

suggestions as in our estimation were beneficial to our country. One

such constructive suggestion was contained in my letter dated

30-03-75 addressed to you in reply to which I was informed through

letter dated 2l-04-75 that the 'positive suggestions' made by me were
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noted for further study in the Ministry of External Affairs.
I may odd that according to the Constitution of the Jamaai,

which was based on the Qur'an and the Traditions of the Prophet, we

were bound to desist from all communal, subversive and clandestine

activities. The 28-year old record of the Jamaat stands a glorious

testimony to this fact. Not only Muslims but many non-Muslims too

acknowledge this fact about the Jamaat and did actively cooperate

with its humanitarian and welfare activities.

Madam, I have narrated in brief what the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind
stood for and what it avoided. Whatever we did, we did quite openly

and published it for the information of all. I am afraid you had not

had an opportunity to go through our published material and have

been supplied with baseless and partisan reports. If you think that

some further clarification is required, I shall be too happy to offer it.

In the end I may state that this letter is not in the nature of an

apology either on my behalf or on behalf of the Jamaat under ban. It
is a simple nanation of facts and I hope that in the light of the above

you will take a fresh look at the case of the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind

since there is no justification for canning it or for keeping its
rnembers in detentions.

ThankingYou!

Yours sincerely

sd/-

(MUHAMMADYUSUF)

President

Jamaare-Islami Hind
(now banned)




